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January 22, 2021 

 

Mayor Donald D. Lyons 

City Council Members 

 

Dear Mayor Lyons and City Council Members:  

 

Next Meeting:  Council, 1/25/21, 7:00 PM 

 

Assistant City Manager Natalie Dean reports that we had another new employee start this 

week in the DPS as a maintenance worker.  Also, we have just begun to prepare the city’s 

application to the Department of Natural Resources for the development of Riverside Park.     

We are looking forward to hearing if we will be awarded the Neighborhood Enhancement 

Program grant round 6 soon, while anticipating the arrival of our MSHDA modular home in 

early February. 

 

Director of Public Services Chad Tyrakowski, Winter returned this week, dropping around 

three inches of snow Tuesday night.  Anticipating this, we had the crew in early to clear as 

much as possible before the morning commutes.  Snow and ice is also creating many challenges 

at the cemetery, with recent burials being in the older, hilly section. 

 

Sanitary sewer problems continue, with a couple residential blockages, as well as having to, 

again, pull pumps and clean the wet-well at N. Lowe lift-station, finding underwear and a dish 

towel, among other things.  The crew also addressed alarms at Pokagon, and a short AEP outage 

at a SLAUA lift-station. 

 

An odor concern was investigated at Villimere.  With no issues found, a hydrant was flushed as 

a precaution.  While driving, a supervisor spotted a leaking, partially frozen hydrant on Edwards 

& Bradley.  Exercising the valve and draining the hydrant alleviated the issue.  We are getting 

an early start with scheduling and completing cross-connections, have been reviewing our status 

with lead and copper verifications, and have issued a PO for Wightman to complete a 

Reliability Study and General Plan for the city water system.   

 

Wightman hosted a kick-off meeting for the Cemetery GIS project, also spending time with 

Matt this week locating and obtaining information.  The MDOT bid opening for this year’s 

resurfacing of Pokagon and Jefferson came in at almost $100k below projections, mostly 

attributed to a decrease in the price of asphalt.  While this will save us money on our match, we 

unfortunately do not get to use the money elsewhere.  And, we received one bid from Williams 

A-1 for tub-grinding. 

 

Haas completed both the installation of the FOB access and remote release for the front of city 

hall, and the mandatory upgrade from 3G to 4G for the Snow building.   

 



On other fronts: Christmas tree collection continued, former monitoring barrels have been 

prepped for use at city parks.  The DPW garage was cleaned and organized, utilizing some 

available shelving from across the street.  Picnic tables were removed from Beckwith Park.  

And a couple of issues with the network, DPW generator, and drive-through were resolved. 

 

Congratulations to Mark Kujawa, Dave Gillesby, and Rob Dillavou for earning water 

certifications of S4, S2, and D3 respectively.  We would also like to welcome our newest DPW 

Maintenance Technician, Adam Lindsey, who started this week. 

 

Sincerely,     

 

 

Kevin Anderson, City Manager 


